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About the Park Ex Anti-Eviction
Mapping Project

The Park-Ex Anti-Eviction Mapping Project aims to raise aware-
ness about the effects of gentrification in Parc-Extension and other
neighbourhoods in Montreal, and to hold politicians, institutions and
businesses accountable for their impacts on gentrification—including
the University of Montreal and emerging tech industries. We share a
commitment to supporting the self-determination of Parc-Ex residents
in their struggles for housing justice. Our approach combines digital
mapping tools and quantitative data with multimedia intervention and
storytelling to highlight the effects of and resist gentrification in Mon-
treal. In our work, we are also committed to supporting and following
the leadership of community partners and residents, seeking to address
their needs and work with them on an informed, consensual, and re-
sponsible basis. We work through a non-hierarchical and autonomous
collective, and are assisted in our work by community partners, a com-
munity advisory board, individual supporters, and academic connec-
tions and resources. In all our work and action, we center a critique of
settler colonialism and racial, patriarchal capitalism.

Contact: pxantieviction@gmail.com
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Introduction

entrification is a complex economic and political process occur-
ring in urban neighbourhoods. It is often defined as a series of
economic measures and sociopolitical pressures (e.g. lack of rent
control, housing speculation) that leads to the unequal displacement
of long-term, lower-income residents of a neighbourhood in favour of
higher-income, more culturally dominant residents. In short, it is a
process of displacement of marginalized people in favor of the rich.
Depending on our circumstances, each of us can end up playing a
role in this larger structural process that worsens inequalities, despite
some of our best intentions. Students might not be aware of their rights
as tenants, and so unknowingly consent to rent increases. New busi-
nesses like coffee shops might not actually hire anyone from the neigh-
bourhood, and change the character of the area to attract new, high-
income residents. Urban gardens, bike lanes, and music festivals while
seemingly beneficial in making neighbourhoods more sustainable and
lively, may also contribute to making neighbourhoods more attractive
to those with wealth. Because of these reasons, however, many original
residents may see gentrification as a good thing, by associating it to
new amenities and renovated urban infrastructure, without taking into
account how it will displace their neighbors and, possibly, themselves.
However, we should not use the complexity of these issues to fore-
go taking greater responsibility and positive action regarding how we
respond to these broader structural forces. There are many things we
can do—as individuals, together—to counter these inequalities and the
damaging impact they are creating.



What is happening in Park Extension?

Parc-Extension is one of Canada’s poorest and most diverse
nelghbourhoods

Highest population of visible minorities in Montreal (63.4%
compared to an average of 30.3% in Greater Montreal).

« Ranked first for poverty in Montreal, (43.5% low-income
people, compared to 24.6% in Montreal).

« A majority of renter households (79.2%, compared to 60.7% in
Montreal).

o Most densely populated in Montreal (19 944 residents/km?).

Despite their marginalized and precarious status, residents of Park
Ex have together created a unique neighbourhood of strong community
bonds, mutual aid, and vibrant cultural and spiritual life. However, today,
this community is facing accelerating gentrification due to several factors:

o Theconstruction of anew University of Montreal campus, which
will bring a large influx of students (an estimated daily influx of
10,000 people by the end of the development plan, according to
the University’s forecasts), as well as the commercial amenities
that will arise to cater for these students raising the rent for
local residents.

o A new “Artificial Intelligence Hub” as well as a Microsoft office
being constructed on its southern border and proximity to Mile
End, Villeray, and Petite Patrie.

« A changed real estate environment in Montreal, which includes
excessive speculation on property, and the construction of private
high-end housing instead of affordable and social housing.

» The vacancy rate of three-bedroom apartments in the
borough of Villeray/Saint-Michel/Park-Extension went
down to 0.0% in 2018, where experts consider a vacancy
rate above 3% to be healthy (FRAPRU).

o Increased pressure on housing availability from short-term
rentals, in particular AirBnB.

o A lack of action by politicians to secure improved tenant’s
rights, social housing, and neighbourhood amenities.

As a result, the tenant rights advocacy group, Comité d’Action de
Parc-Extension (CAPE) has observed increased evictions, excessive
increases in rent (in some cases by more than double), increased illegal
practices by landlords, and an ongoing wave of displacement of long-
term and impoverished residents.



What you can do: General guidelines

» Even if many of us are just temporary residents, students,
low-income artists, or don't even live in a given area, we
can often be unwitting (or witting) accomplices to gentri-
fying pressures. It is upon the responsibility of all of us to
learn our rights as renters, contest unjustified rent hikes,
and assign our lease when we leave a rental unit. Think
about your housing choices and options, and the impacts
you have in the communities you live in. Our individual
actions matter both for our fellow brothers and sisters,
but also to ensure our democratic and autonomous rights
to live in a city we have control over.

» Before you begin getting involved, take a look around and
see what people are already doing. Listen to the concerns
of marginalized and long-term residents, and don't as-
sume that you know better than them.

P Centering yourself or your own feelings of guilt for being
a gentrifier is not helpful: people are looking for support
and action, and don’t have time to cater to your guilt. It is
better to get involved to support others in your commu-
nity, particularly lower-income residents who wish to stay
in the neighbourhood.

» If you are reading this pamphlet, it’s likely that you already
have access to many resources—from time to volunteer,
to translation skills, to research skills, or even just mobil-
ity to help 1puttin up posters. You can use these resourc-
es as an ally, while being careful of centering the voices
of people who might not otherwise be heard: racialized
folks, recent migrants, single mothers, seniors, long-term
residents, and low-income families.



P Reflect on and think about the impacts our presence will
have on neighbourhoods undergoing rapid gentrifica-
tion, and use this information to help inform and guide
housing decisions in as conscious of a way to do so, so as
to not accelerate or contribute to these processes.

> Sup;l)ort local housing and tenants rights, and find even
small ways to contribute to longer-standing communi-
ties. For example, contact your local housing committee
and ask for ways to support their work. You can also join
or start a local tenants” association.

» Organize reﬁular neighbourhood picnics or block parties
in your back alleys or in neighbourhood parks as a way
for neighbours to get to know each other.

» Support those facing evictions in contesting them, by of-
fering your help to your neighbours or friends facing an
eviction procedure, by accompanying them to the Regie
du Logement, or helping.}rL to shame their landlord in a
public way if they do ask tor help.

» Demand that local municipal politicians take concrete
policy measures to prevent gentrification and support
different forms of social housing. Ask them to put into
place measures to stop real estate speculation. This means
actively seeking alternative approaches for urban devel-
opment that do not depend on the expectation of rising
municipal taxes, driven by gentrification. See the report
by IRIS at the following link:

https://iris-recherche.qc.ca/publications/logementlocatif.




For residents

You've arrived in a vibrant neighbourhood full of culture, strong com-

munities, history, and diversity. Or you've lived there for a while al-
ready, but are becoming concerned about gentrification, and are looking
for things to do and ways to get involved. There are many ways to make
a difference, from small, individual actions to getting involved with local
politics and engaging in collective action.

So you've just moved to a gentrifying neighbourhood like Park-Ex.

Before moving to Park-Ex

o Remember you are not obliged to move to Park-Ex, even if you
will study or work nearby. Consider not renting an apartment that
is expensive and renovated just because you have the means to pay
for it.

o Check the average rent in your area on monloyer.quebec.

» Before signing the lease, check Section G of the lease for the
lowest rent paid in the 12 months before the start of the lease. If
the rent in the lease is more than the rent paid in the previous 12
months, you can ask the Régie du logement to fix the amount of
rent. The request must be made within these time limits:

» within 10 days of signing the lease.

» within two months of the start of the lease, if the tenant has not
received notice of the rent paid in the previous 12 months.

» within two months from the day the tenant discovered that
the landlord made a false statement about the rent paid in the
previous 12 months.

Be a good neighbour

« Introduce yourself to your neighbours. Learn their names. Give
them your telephone number in case of emergencys;

« Say hello on the street;

« Help out if they need help carrying heavy groceries, or if their
walk needs shovelling.

o Ifthere is a problem, talk to people directly instead of calling the
police. In a city like Montreal, with the SPVM notoriously known
for racial profiling and brutality against low-income people of
colour, recourse to police should be avoided to the maximum
extent possible.



Be a good tenant

Learn your rights as a tenant. Make sure your landlord respects
them (see below for resources on tenant rights);

Join the local tenants’ rights committee, who can help you have
your rights respected.

Join mobilisations for quality living conditions and social
housing;

Transfer your lease when you move. This will help keep rent
hikes under control;

Before you transfer your lease, check with community
organizations (like CAPE, Brique par Brique, or Afrique au
Feminin in Park-Ex) to see if there is anyone on their list for
housing who may benefit from a lease transfer;

Challenge a rent increase whenever you can. Even if you can
pay for it, increases in rent from one apartment affect the whole
neighbourhood. It raises the real estate value in the area, and

is irreversible, meaning that people less well-off than you will
not be able to afford the apartment when you leave. Others in a
more precarious position, like recent migrants, may not have the
power or resources to challenge rent increases.

Don't AirBnB your apartment, since it is often a nuisance to
long-term residents and normalizes a practice that has been
associated with increases in rents in numerous neighborhoods,
by paving the way for the development of professionalized,
full-time AirBnB rental units that impinge on the number of
conventional rental units.



Be a good resident

Shop at local long-standing community businesses instead of
chain stores.

Eat at local restaurants, you will be pleasantly surprised.

Join a local FB neighbourhood group and learn what issues you
and your neighbours have in common. Know that the people
on these Facebook groups do not represent the opinion of
neighbourhood residents as a whole.

Call 311 if you experience infrastructure problems, like
dangerous sidewalks or uncleared snow.

Get to know what resources exist for people in the
neighbourhood, like clinics, homeless shelters, and tenant rights
support. Be prepared to refer people in need to these resources;
Volunteer when you have time (soup kitchens, food banks, legal
aid clinics, tenant rights groups).

Help out with local activism, but be prepared to give the public
platform to local residents and people from marginalized
backgrounds.

Engage with elected representatives

There are elections 3 out of 4 years. Find out who is running in
your neighbourhood, and what policies they propose;

Attend local debates and ask questions.

If you are a person from a particular cultural or ethnic
community, reach out to your elected representatives about
socio-political and cultural undercurrents happening in

your community, and within the diaspora in general, and to
better hold elected officials accountable to issues of systemic
injustice. This is important as elected officials have a reputation
for showing up at cultural events for superficial photo-ops to
showcase engagement with diversity in their ridings. In doing
so, they tokenize concerns within diasporic communities and
reinforce the hegemony of dominant cultural groups.

Vote for candidates who commit to addressing gentrification.
Hold them accountable once in office.

Call your elected representative, write them letters, or tag them
on social media, pushing them to address the issue.

Publish letters in the media on gentrification if you can.

If you have connections to representatives, consider working
with local groups to set up meetings.






For students

likely to go up in Park Ex. With an already low vacancy rate,

the influx of students will serve to only further increase rents.
This increased pressure on rent will mean that more low-income resi-
dents will not only struggle to pay their rents, but will have to compete
with the growing student population who would be willing to pay the
exorbitant rent hikes landlords are increasingly demanding.

But even without the new campus, students can have unique impacts
on a neighborhood. Students often don't know tenant rights and may let
their landlord raise the rent without contesting it. While not universally
the case, many students also often have more income and resources and
will not be as badly affected when rents go up—they are also generally
more mobile and can also afford to move apartments regularly. Because
students often rent with roommates, they often are willing to pay more
for an apartment. While a family of four might have one or two people
paying the bills, each student pays for themselves and thus together they
are able to afford more expensive apartments. Consequently, landlords
also often prefer students over low income households, as they will tend
to move, allowing them to more easily raise the rents when they do. An
influx of students can also change the character of an area—meaning
more unwelcome house parties, less people who know their neighbors,
and a generally more transient population.

But due to their resources, education, mobility, and position at the
university, students can also use their resources for the benefit of the
neighborhood. For instance, one can offer expertise to help local com-
munity groups do research that would contribute to their own advocacy
work, while making sure not to overburden groups by requiring too
much supervision or not being sufficiently accountable. When mutually
agreed upon, this can be one way for students to use their academic re-
sources in a community-relevant fashion, and which in turn even serve
to benefit their education, grounded in improving their community.

While students often struggle with finances, often times being poor-
ly financed to carry out their studies, this does not mean that they do
not have a responsibility to think about how their choices impact oth-
ers around them. The ideal outcome given the development of the new
UdeM campus in Park Ex would be for students to avoid moving into
the area. However, those who cannot afford to live elsewhere then have
a responsibility to be actively involved in anti-gentrification efforts in
Park-Ex and to ensure they are not complicit in furthering gentrification.

« Ask your student association to take a stand on these issues (e.g.

With the opening of the new campus, the student population is
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against gentrification in Park-Ex), offer tenant rights training for
students, and provide skills-sharing and other resources to the
neighborhood. In your student association, bring forward a mo-
tion demanding that your university offer student housing to take
a more active position against gentrification in the area. For help
with developing a motion, please contact us at pxantieviction@
gmail.com or contact CAPE.

Ask your university to respect its agreements and provisions

for student housing. Pressure your university administration

to acknowledge their role in gentrification, and to push the city
government to act on it. As a student paying tuition fees to the
university, you have a responsibility and considerable voice in
demanding that your university act responsibility in the neigh-
bourhoods in which it operates.

Be mindful of your own and other colleagues' impacts on the
neighbourhoods surrounding your campus (e.g. respect longer-
term residents, think about noise, but also how you can help
neighbors through mutual aid in times of need).
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For non-profit organizations

Get to know the other non-profit organizations in the neighbor-
hood. Attend the meetings where local community groups co-
devise projects whenever possible, and pay attention to their
realities, priorities and needs.

If you have access to large office space, offer it for meetings
and events for local community groups and initiatives.

Use the services of local businesses. For example, try to find a
local restaurant for catering.

Offer your resources by giving priority to the community,
whether it be financial, logistical and/or promotional support
for events, providing security or offering catering services, etc.
Put pressure on the city and on UdeM to provide various types
of housing (social, cooperative, student, etc.) that would ease
the upward pressure on rents in the neighborhood.

Commit to hiring locally, and encourage other new non-profit
organizations in the neighborhood with which you are in touch
to do so as well.
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For businesses and workers

* Consider not opening a business in Park-Ex if you think it
might harm the area negatively (e.g. by not involving residents
of Park Ex or not directly serving the needs of long-term resi-
dents in the neighbourhood).

» Plan the kind of goods and services that you seek to offer, by
asking yourself if they are accessible and useful to long-term
residents of the neighborhood, or if they are almost exclusively
addressed to higher-income individuals.

* Offer your help in various ways, whether by allowing com-
munity groups to organize events in your commercial space, or
offering security and catering for these events if required.

» Engage with local initiatives, sponsor local events and promote
the work made by various local groups to allow the neighbor-
hood to remain accessible and inclusive.

* Be open to your business’s long-term visioning and business
plan in relation to the needs and aspirations of Park-Ex residents.

* Consider adopting a co-operative organization structure as
Park-Ex worker-owned business.

* Think about designing your services for Park-Ex residents, by
considering fully issues of accessibility (for example, take into
account the linguistic diversity of the neighborhood and the
specific and multiple needs of the residents, and how your busi-
ness can contribute to the residents’ daily activities and proj-
ects).

* In collaboration with citizen and student-led initiatives, put
pressure on the city and on UdeM to provide various types of
housing (social, cooperative, student, etc.) that would ease the
upward pressure on rents in the neighborhood.

* Commit to hiring locally, and encourage the other new busi-
nesses in the neighborhood with which you are in touch to do
so as well.

* Have conversations with colleagues or your boss about how
your business can address gentrification, which initiatives
could benefit from your financial, logistical and promotional
support (e.g. community groups, social and cooperative hous-
ing initiatives, etc.).

* Meet local residents and be a good neighbor. Take steps to en-
sure a thoughtful and respectful integration of your activities in
the neighborhood.



13

Want to organize an event in

a gentrifying, working class
neighbourhood?

P ublic events can have both a negative and positive potential. They

can, on the one hand, exacerbate inequalities and attract invest-
ment that are addressed exclusively to higher-income individuals

or culturally-dominant groups, whether residents or not (e.g. festivals,
music shows). On the other hand, they can call attention to issues of
gentrification, offer resources to locals, and build connections between
locals and the rest of the city.

Before starting, ask yourself:

What impact will this event have on the neighbours? Will they
complain, might they feel excluded by it, or is it useful for them?
It is useful to ask whether the event emerged through the involve-
ment of a diverse representation of residents from the neighbour-
hood versus simply whether it is taking place in the neighbour-
hood.

How will you make the event accessible to them? Have you
planned translating your promotion material into the languages
commonly spoken in the neighbourhood? Does your promotional
plan take into account the ways in which locals are most suscep-
tible to hear about your event?

Does the event have to happen in this neighbourhood (e.g. Park
Ex), considering the broader context of gentrification?

What are you doing to include residents in the organization of
the event? Do you need employees for the event? If so, can local
residents be hired for that purpose?

Have you met local community groups to ask them how they feel
about it and how they could benefit from the event?

Are there any local initiatives (e.g. catering, community groups)
you could involve in your event programming?
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}/Vlllven lannmg your event, think about the

If your event won't be useful for local residents, consider not hold-
ing your event in the area.

 Invite local groups to be part of the planning of the event.

« Hire local services (e.g. catering, security).

o Acknowledge context of gentrification to attendees, and high-
lighting what they can do to address it. Have a table with relevant
information and material on gentrification, its consequences and
ways of countering it.

« Make sure that financial or social benefit-sharing occurs for any
event to acknowledge efforts to strengthen neighbourhood devel-
opment and to reduce dependence on municipal tax revenues. For
example, local groups, such as tenants’ associations, can be sup-
ported by providing a portion of revenues from the event to them.

o Advertise to locals who might benefit from attending your event.
This could involve letting local groups know about the event, dis-
tributing fliers locally, and advertising in libraries and community
centers.

« Ensure recognition that any event takes place on unceded In-
digenous territory known as Tiotia:ke in the language of the
Kanien'’keha:ka, the traditional caretakers of what is today the
island of “Montreal” It is crucial to be informed to the past and
ongoing consequences of settler colonialism.
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Resources

Tenants' rights

Brochure des droits de locataires by RCLALQ
https://rclalq.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Brochure-
droits-des-locataires-101.pdf

Residential leases by educaloi.qc.ca
https.//www.educaloi.qc.ca/en/capsules/leases

Check out the resources on https://likehome.info/, including:
Average rent in your area.

Four steps to save you from a housing nightmare.

3 things to know about housing in Montreal.

The top 10 obligations of a landlord that you should
know.

* Checklist for apartment safety.

How to asign your lease

Assigning a Lease or Subletting by educaloi.qc.ca:
https://www.educaloi.qc.ca/en/capsules/assigning-lease-or-sublet-
ting

Assignment of Lease Agreement and Notice to Sublet the Dwell-
ing by Québec Régie du Logement:
https://www.rdl.gouv.qc.ca/en/assignment-of-a-lease-or-subleasing/
assignment-of-lease-agreement-and-notice-to-sublet-the-dwelling
For information on the previous rent on your unit, and to contest
unlawful rent hikes, consult ‘Rent Increase, by Québec Régie du
Logement’ :
https://www.rdl.gouv.qc.ca/en/renewal-of-the-lease-and-fixing-of-
rent/rent-increase

For information on policies to address gentrification: Trois strate-
gies anti- gentrlﬁcatlon by IRIS
https://iris-recherche.qc.ca/blogue/trois-strategies-anti-
gentrification?fbclid=IwAROtW4XC78-mgl0_03JeE9rL1XHXaW8f

ng JHm6zEg5RsMS8EeRHO3MQImQE
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Park-Ex context

Homelessness, Hardship and Public Action in Gentrifying Areas:
The Case of Park Extension, Montreal, by Naomi Nichols, Eman-
uel Guay, Alex Megelas, Alexandre Cadieux, Leonora Indira King,
Rose-Anne St-Paul
https://www.homelesshub.ca/blog/homelessness-hardship-and-
public-action-gentrifying-areas-case-park-extension-montreal
Appel a la mobilisation contre la gentrification de Parc-Extension
by a collective of concerned residents
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeLvc3t_qU-
10wK-Q5aZKmBOiq58M1v2Yw6v2fXe2Dql-1qc7w/
viewform?ve=0&c=0&w=1

New university campus squeezing Montreals poorest neighbour-
hood
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2018/12/11/features/new-uni-
versity-campus-squeezing-montreals-poorest-neighbourhood
An influx of tech companies in Montreal’s old garment district
makes longtime residents nervous
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2018/12/13/features/influx-
tech-companies-montreals-old-garment-district-makes-long-
time-residents

What Eco-Gentrification is and How We Can Avoid Pushing Out
the Poor
https://thelinknewspaper.ca/article/what-eco-gentrification-is-
and-how-we-can-avoid-pushing-out-the-poor?tbclid=IwAR3f
UKL9zOcptveGb192bGqolMoX3]qoz_kjJPQeersiXOmEI4tM-
fi82]

Why% hipster, vegan, green tech economy is not sustainable
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/hipster-vegan-green-
tech-economy-sustainable-190605105120654.html

Pour un 1ler juillet qui ne laisse personne sans toit
https://www.ledevoir.com/opinion/libre-opinion/556947/pour-
un-1ler-juillet-qui-ne-laisse-personne-sans-toit

For a 1st of July that leaves no one behind
https://ricochet.media/en/2677/for-a-july-1-that-leaves-no-one-
behind
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Relevant organizations

Le regroupement des comités logement et associations de
locataires du québec (RCLALQ)

Struggles for tenant rights on a city level
https.//rclalg.qc.ca/

Front d’action populaire en réaménagement urbain (FRA-
PRU)

Member-based housing rights movement in Quebec
http://www.frapru.qc.ca/

Comité d’Action de Parc-Extension (CAPE)

Member-based organization that offers legal support for ten-
ants.

http.//comitedactionparcex.org/

Afrique au Féminin

Local women's centre that takes donations (blankets, furni-
ture, food)

http://www.afriqgueaufeminin.org/

Brique par Brique

A community housing project and social center that is be-
ing built in Parc Extension to meet the needs of its diverse
residents. Contact them to coordinate your lease transfer for
someone in need.

http://www.briqueparbrigue.com/

Association des locataires de Parc-Ex

Organization of tenants fighting to support other tenants col-
lectively

pxtenants@gmail.com, pxlocataires@gmail.com
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